
Children’s Learning and Activity Pack



The town of Bury St Edmunds is not named because St Edmund 
is buried here but because it was surrounded by walls and 

ditches ‘Bury’ or ‘Burgh’ meant a place with a wall around 
it, like Glastonbury or Edinburgh

Edmund was crowned King of East Anglia when he was only 
14 years old

He was a Christian King and he fought the Danes who were led 
by Ivar the Boneless

Edmund was captured but would not give up being a Christian

He was tied to a tree, shot with arrows and had his head 
chopped off

His friends found his head in some woods being guarded by a 
huge wolf

When they put his head and body together they magically stuck 
as if they had never been separated 

People believed Edmund worked lots of other miracles and they 
made him a Saint

St Edmund’s body was moved to the town which was known as 
Beodricsworth before it eventually became Bury St Edmunds

In the year 1020 King Cnut decided that a Church should be 
built for St Edmund 

The Church later became the enormous Abbey of St Edmund and 
lots of pilgrims came to see his shrine

Thank you to Bury St Edmunds Tour Guides for providing our St Edmund facts. Bury St Edmunds Tour Guides do 
special tours for children. Visit www.burystedmundstourguides.org for more details!

St Edmund Fact Sheet



Colour your own St Edmund flag



Draw your own statues on the Abbey Gate
Years ago statues would have sat within the arches of the gate.

Enter your drawing in our competition – see next page for entry form.



St Edmund’s Day Statues 
Children’s Drawing Competition

Pleased with your finished Abbeygate statues drawing? 

Then enter our competition! We’ve teamed up with the Bury Free Press newspaper to 
offer children a chance to win a West Suffolk Council family heritage pass which 
gives the whole family free access to West Stow Anglo Saxon Village and Moyse’s 
Hall Museum for a whole year!

To enter, just finish your statues drawing and send this form to:
Bury St Edmunds DMO Ltd, 2nd Floor, 2 Woolhall Street, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1LA

Terms & Conditions
Competition closes on Sunday 14 November at midnight.
Sorry, we cannot return any entries, so please remember to make a copy of your design.
The winner will be contacted by email. If the winner does not respond within 7 days, a new winner will be selected.
All entiries must have an entry form completed and attached.
Entrants to this competition agree to Bury St Edmunds and Beyond using their names, age, town or village, and winning entry in post-competition publicity. Your details will 
not be used for any other purpose, or passed onto any third parties, unless specified. We will also contact you to appear in a post competition publicity photograph.
No cash alternative will be offered; the prize is not transferable.
The overall prize is a Heritage Pass which entitles the family to free unlimited entry for one year from issue to Moyse’s Hall Museum and West Stow Anglo Saxon Village 
(RRP £40). Free entry to living history and event days except where otherwise specified and discounts on talks, walks and workshops.
There will be a winner of each category and they will receive a £20 Bury St Edmunds Gift Card, operated by Our Bury St Edmunds BID, through Town and City Gift Cards. 
Details of the card and where it can be spent can be found at https://townandcitygiftcards.com/product/bury-st-edmunds-gift-card/ 
Only one competition entry per person.
By entering you are agreeing to our terms and conditions. Completed entry forms must include permission from a parent or guardian. 
Bury St Edmunds and Beyond reserves the right to amend the competition end date at any time.
The judges’ decision on any aspect of the Competition is final and binding and no correspondence will be entered into.
This competition is being run by Bury St Edmunds and Beyond: BSE DMO Ltd, 2nd Floor, 2 Woolhall Street, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 1LA.

Child’s full name

Age Town or Village

Age category you are entering (please tick)

Parent/Guardian Permission 
I give permission for my child to enter the St Edmund’s Day Statues Children’s Drawing Competition (please tick) 
and agree to the terms and conditions below.

Full name

Signature Email

3-5 years old 6-9 years old 10-13 years old



Bury St Edmunds will celebrate 1,000 years since the founding of the Abbey 
in Bury St Edmunds with events throughout 2022.

Visit www.abbeyofstedmund1000.co.uk for details of all the events and 
activities happening as they are announced.


